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“But seek the welfare of the city 
where I have sent you into exile, 
and pray to the LORD on its behalf, 

your welfare.” Jeremiah 29:7   

Johnny, Jason, and Terry are serving their long prison sentences as Texas Field Minis-
ters. Field Ministers are men and women with extremely long prison sentences who are 
carefully selected and who earn a Bachelor of Arts in Applied Ministry from The Heart of 
Texas Foundation | College of Ministry at the Memorial Unit for men or the Hobby Unit 
for women. Texas Field Ministers serve their prison sentences serving others through 
various community service, education, counseling, and faith-based ministries within the 
prison system. This job allows them to serve their peers from intake to reentry anywhere 
men and women live in the prison system. The opportunity to serve as a Texas Field 
Minister is a cherished stewardship for those men and women who bear the title—an 
opportunity to demonstrate the rehabilitation goals of the criminal justice system and to 
be an example to their peers.

The Texas Field Ministers Program is funded by The Heart of Texas Foundation. Every 
crime causes a ripple effect of harm and destruction. In a world full of bad news due to 
sin and destruction, the good news is that the Lord Jesus Christ is triumphant over the 
bad news.

“for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God, and are justified by his grace as a 
gift, through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus.” Romans 3:23–24

“For even the Son of Man came not to be served but to serve . . .” Mark 10:45 

for in its welfare you will find

As God commanded the Israelites to do during their seventy-year captivity in Babylon, 
and as the prisoners serving as Texas Field Ministers have mirrored, we must seek the 
welfare of the “city” where we are exiled. We must pray for the prisons where we live. 
When those of us inside these walls begin to pray, the impossible becomes possible: 
lives are transformed, men and women are saved, and prison culture is radically 
changed.

At the time of publication (2015), Karch, Blevins, and I had a combined 48 calendar 
years of prison time done. The devotional you hold in your hands is the product of 
applying God’s word to our prison experience. As we wrote these devotionals, we grew 
in our faith and in our trust in God. Our prayer for you is that as you read Exiles, you will 
do likewise.
  Terry Solley, Bachelor of Arts, Author, Texas Field Minister
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