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OUR FAITH | HEART OF TEXAS FOUNDATION

Ministry trains inmates
to preach inside prisons
By RICK COUSINS
Correspondent

COURTESY
A shot of the ministers training program, provided by The
Heart of Texas Foundation, shows the men’s class being held in
the College of Ministry Theological Library, in a new building
provided by the Foundation. The men’s theological library now
has over 25,000 volumes, all maintained by the students and
the team of Field Ministers assigned to the College of Ministry.

Last week, we outlined the
Heart of Texas Foundation’s
ministry to turn prisoners into
preachers, to create churches inside guarded walls and to extend
education and enlightenment to
a largely forgotten — and growing — “mission field” of the incarcerated.
“Our field ministers are ‘lifers,’ or inmates with extremely
long sentences,” Heart of Texas
founder Grove C. Norwood said.
“They have studied the words
and works of Jesus Christ for four
years, taught by our PhD faculty.

After graduation, they are transferred in teams to other men’s
and women’s prisons. There are
now over 200 such men serving
in 41 different prisons.”
The group has constructed two
specialized education centers
filled with multimedia screens
and more than 25,000 books.
The closest to Galveston is in Rosharon. The women’s version is in
Marlin, near Waco.
All this was done since 2009
with support from churches
across the denominational spectrum.
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REFLECTIONS | BILL TINSLEY

We can all have the ‘right stuff’ with courage and faith

S

ixty years ago on
Feb. 20, 1962, John
Glenn became the
first American to orbit
the Earth. I was in ninth
grade. Our science teacher
slipped us out a side door
and led us to his house a
few blocks away where we
crowded around his black
and white television to
watch the launch.
The tiny speakers
strained to recreate the
thunder of the Mercury
Atlas 6 rocket when it ignited on the launch pad at
Cape Canaveral. A shaky
camera traced the flame
that streaked through the
sky, hurtling Glenn toward

space. The
rocket was
little more
than a
beefed up
Intercontinental
Ballistic
BILL
Missile,
TINSLEY warheadits
replaced
by a space capsule. Within
four hours, Glenn made
three orbits of the Earth,
and then prepared for
re-entry. An entire nation
held its breath as Walter
Cronkite described the potentially loose heat shield
and the likelihood that
Friendship 7 would burn

up like a meteor.
Years later, I visited the
Smithsonian and viewed
the space capsule in which
Glenn made his historic flight. The capsule is
about the size of a 1960s
Volkswagen Beetle. It
was far less sophisticated
than a Prius or a Ford
Focus. Personal computers
wouldn’t become available for another 20 years.
Because of their discipline
and courage, Glenn and
the other astronauts who
blazed the first trails into
space came to be known as
men with “the right stuff.”
Few of us will ever experience a heroic moment

like Glenn experienced
Feb. 20, 1962. But each of
us can be men and women
with “the right stuff.”
Every day, we’re called
upon to live with courage,
discipline and faith. Some
face huge challenges.
Today, when I think
of people with the “right
stuff,” I think of Patrick
Kalenzi, the veterinarian
who recently helped us
care for our dog, Buddy, in
his final days. Patrick was
born into abject poverty in
Uganda, the son of a Tutsi
family that had escaped
genocide in Rwanda. With
an indefatigable faith, he
overcame insurmountable

obstacles and obtained an
education. He immigrated to the United States
and rescued his family in
Uganda from poverty. He
captured his extraordinary
story in his book “Tears
Run Dry.”
James wrote, “Consider
it all joy, my brethren,
when you encounter
various trials, knowing
that the testing of your
faith produces endurance”
(James 1:2-3). Peter wrote,
“In this you greatly rejoice,
even though now for a little while, if necessary, you
have been distressed by
various trials, so that the
proof of your faith, being

more precious than gold
which is perishable, even
though tested by fire, may
be found to result in praise
and glory and honor at the
revelation of Jesus Christ”
(1 Peter 1:6-7).
Perhaps the 60th anniversary of John Glenn’s
courageous journey into
space will remind us that
we all can face life with
courage and faith. Each of
us can live with the “right
stuff.”
Bill Tinsley reflects on current
events and life experience from a
faith perspective. Visit tinsleycenter.
com. Email bill@tinsleycenter.com.
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Runners, walkers and
saunters line up near
the Mardi Gras arch
at 24th and Mechanic streets and make
their way through the
entertainment area.
The 5k course makes
four loops of the area,
making a rectangle
bounded by Mechanic
Street, The Strand,
Rosenberg Avenue
and 20th Street.
The loop format
makes it easy for
the less athletically inclined to make
an early exit, but a
surprising number
of participants put
in their full effort, as
determined to compete for a winning
time as other Mardi
Gras-goers are to set
a personal record for
drink consumption.
The Jolly Jester
Jaunt is the first event
of the day, followed
by four parades that
make their way to the
district. Participants
in the Jolly Jester have
the opportunity to see
all the parades and
merriment, because
their race entry includes all-day admission to the entertainment district.
Race entrants also
can enjoy Friday
night’s festivities,
because the packet
pick-up takes place at
the CForce Water by
Chuck Norris Balcony
Party on The Strand.
There are two levels
of entry to the Jolly
Jester Jaunt, with the
“Jolly” level including the Friday night
balcony party and
general admission
on Saturday, and the
“Jester” level adding
an all-day Saturday
balcony party at the
same location.
Both levels include
a T-shirt, medal, an
adult beverage Friday
night — for those over
age 21 — and two
drinks after the race.
Registration is open at
Mardigrasgalveston.
com.

Parade at 10 p.m.
For you music lovers,
tonight there will be live
performances by Cale and
the 45’s at 7:30 p.m. and
Bare Necessity at 10 p.m.
on the corner of 23rd and
Strand streets.
Saturday’s parades include the Mystic Krewe of
Aquarius Kick-off Parade
at noon on the seawall;
Zaniest Golf Cart Parade,
1 p.m., the Krewe d’iHeart
Media Parade at 3 p.m. in
the entertainment district;
and the Krewe of Gambrinus Parade, 6 p.m. on the
seawall.
The Randy Cobio Band,
12:30 p.m.; The Slags,
2:30 p.m.; 3 Doors Down,
5:30 p.m.; and Sprung,
10 p.m. will round out
Saturday’s live concerts in
the entertainment district. Jeff Canada will be
performing at 2:30 p.m.
Saturday, as well as the
Jay Perez Band at 5 p.m.
on the corner of 21st and
Mechanic streets, too.
And, if you can’t make
it out Saturday, then on
Sunday there will be the El
Norte y La Raza Parade at
1 p.m. and the Los Locos
Vasqueros Parade at
4 p.m.
For parade routes, tickets, and information, visit
mardigrasgalveston.com.

Bernice Torregrossa:
bernice92@aol.com.
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MUSEUM REOPENS TODAY
The Galveston County
Museum, inside the county court building at 722

21st St. in Galveston, will
reopen today just in time
for Mardi Gras.
The museum will be
open from 10 a.m. to
4 p.m. Mondays, Wednesdays and Fridays. Admission is free and private
and group tours will be
available by appointment.
Exhibits will feature
historic costumes ranging from the 1930s to the
1980s, as well as a collection of military history
from around the county,
the 1900 Storm and more.
For information, contact
Director Jodi Wright-Gidley, jodi.wrightgidley@
galvestoncountytx.gov or
409-766-2340.
KREWE OF BARKUS & MEOUX
Pet lovers, this parade is
just for you and yours.
The 22nd annual Krewe
of Barkus & Meoux Mardi
Gras Parade will begin at
1:30 p.m. Feb. 27 in the
Mardi Gras entertainment
district.
Featuring the top three
Elite Pet Owners — Lindsay Touchy with “Heidi
Ho,” Robyn Bushong with
“Luna” and Ross Grief
with “Tawney” — this
parade is not only a fun
time for the entire family,
but it also is an opportunity to help the Galveston
Island Humane Society
by participating in its fifth
annual “A Cat’s Eye View”
parade viewing party at
noon Feb. 27 from the balcony of the Trolley Station
Building at 2021 Strand St.
Tickets are $30 in advance
or $40 at the door; tickets
include one drink ticket

COURTESY
Mardi Gras! Galveston kicks off tonight in the entertainment district in downtown
Galveston.

and light “munchies.”
And, if you and your pet
want to participate in the
parade, entry fees are $20
a pet through Monday, or
$30 a pet afterward.
To purchase tickets to
the balcony party or to
register for the parade,
visit galvestonhumane.org
or call 409-740-1919.
MARDI GRAS TICKETS
STILL AVAILABLE
If you haven’t gotten
your tickets to Island EastEnd Theatre Co. Mardi
Gras party there’s still time
to do so.
The party will be from
3 p.m. to 11 p.m. Feb. 26
at 2317 Mechanic St. in
Galveston, and your ticket
will include plenty of beer,
wine and setups, a buffet
dinner, a wristband allowing your entrance into the

COURTESY
Pictured are some of the historic Mardi Gras costumes
that will be featured at the Galveston County Museum
in downtown Galveston. The museum reopens today.

Mardi Gras entertainment
district and prime private
parade viewings throughout the day on Mardi Gras’
biggest night.
Tickets are $125 per

person and can be purchased at islandetc.org or
by calling 409-762-3556.
Angela Wilson: 409-683-5239;
angela.wilson@galvnews.com
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When it comes to gospel missions, many have
claimed that supporting
indigenous missionaries is
cheaper and more effective
than sending foreigners
in. After all, an American
envoy serving in Africa
might have to learn one
or more languages just to
converse with those they
have come to reach. A local
comes equipped with the
areas customs, culture and
idioms at no extra cost.
In the case of the Lone
Star State’s criminal justice
system, the contrast is even
more stark: indigenous
preachers are the only ones
who can remain on site,
speak often to those on
Death Row or routinely
conduct Sunday services.
“The fact that our ministers are inmates themselves
also gives them a credibility that no free-world volunteers could have,” Norwood explained. “They
have impacted prison staff:
wardens, guards and correctional officers as well
as the families of inmates.
They are able to show the
world what a rehabilitated
man or woman in prison

COURTESY
Pictured is the first class of female inmates, now enrolled in The Heart of Texas Foundation College of Ministry
for women. Brenna Norwood, PhD, is the director of the women’s College of Ministry, located at the Hobby
Unit in Marlin. The 34 women were carefully selected from female inmates who applied from all over the Texas
prison system.

looks like: they serve their
fellow inmates in ways that
no volunteers or prison
staffers could serve.”
Gang violence has long
been a scourge inside the
walls of many American
prisons. Heart’s missionaries are trained to quiet disputes between and within
gangs.
“They display a new
kind of life, a new kind of
role model,” he added. “All
of this and more has only
been made possible by the

faithful giving and financial
support of a small number
of pastors and churches in
Texas — Baptist, Episcopal, Methodist, Presbyterian and non-denominational. We depend totally
on private donations from
people who recognize that
the power of the gospel of
Jesus Christ is the only way
to truly change a person’s
heart. And it is the heartchange which truly changes the person. Wardens
in Texas now advocate to

have our graduates sent to
their prisons.”
Want to learn more
about this ministry? Three
of its graduates have
penned a book about it,
“Exiles, a Prisoner’s Daily
Devotional,” which is available on Amazon.
Those interested in helping Heart of Texas can find
details at heartoftexasfoundation.org or by calling
832-449-8126.
Focus: Clear Creek
Community Church has

moved one of its congregations out of a Friendswood
school and onto its own
dedicated campus on FM
528. We’ll have details on
this soon.
Rick Cousins can be reached at
rick.cousins@galvnews.com.

